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Marine spatial planning (MSP) is a public process of analyzing and allocating the
spatial and temporal distribution of human activities in marine areas to achieve
ecological, economic, and social objectives that are usually specified through a
political process. Several countries in Asia, including China and Vietnam, are using
MSP to achieve both economic and environmental objectives. When applied at an

ecosystem level, it is a practical approach that moves toward ecosystem—based

management of marine areas. This module based on MSP, mainly includes the following
teaching parts: introduction of marine ecosystem—based theory, MSP related concepts,
MPS process, MSP case studies, differences between MSP and ocean zoning in China,

MSP applications in China.
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